
Surface preparation is no longer a fancy emerging 
technique, which only a handful is privy too. It is now 
a well-recognized and fast-growing industry with global 
presence. Having originated in North America, it is 
still dominated by US manufacturers who are begin-
ning to feel serious competition from their European 
counterparts. 

“We do need the education”
Workshops are an excellent educational and customer 
communication tool, which Dr. Schulze has mastered 
to perfection.  Unlike most companies that run one-day 
seminars involving mostly product demonstrations, the 
German manufacturer offers a comprehensive two-day 
programme divided into theoretical and practical parts. 
In the classroom, participants are taught the fundamen-
tals of surface preparation, with a benchmark analysis of 
all existing techniques and methods. The practical part 
involves live demonstrations with the possibility for 
delegates to operate machines. The average workshop 
attendance is about 25 who come from nearly every 
corner of the globe.  

“From rags to riches” in five years 
One cannot but be amazed at how quickly Dr. Schulze 
has built its surface preparation credentials. Having 
started from scratch the company now possesses a 
comprehensive range of surface preparation equipment 
from small hand-held grinders to sophisticated ride-on 
machines. One of these at the workshop for participants 
to experience was the new multi-blade cutter/scarifier 
DBF-330 unveiled earlier this year at BeBoSa. 

After 30 years in the diamond 
tooling business, Germany-
based Dr. Schulze reinvented 
itself as a surface prep expert. 
Within the space of a mere five 
years the manufacturer has 
built a range of floor grinding 
and polishing machines that 
matches those of the industry’s 
trendsetters. To educate its 
customers on the ins and outs 
of the technology, the company 
runs international workshops 
a few times a year at its flag-
ship factory near Berlin. PDi’s 
Andrei Bushmarin attended the 
latest event.
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The machine can be used with either a conventional 
300mm diameter milling drum or up to 40 270mm 
diameter diamond blades. The DBF-330 ensures the 
cutting depth of up to 30mm at maximum cutting 
width of 333mm, which, according to Dr Schulze, is 
currently unique. The machine comes equipped with 
an electro-hydraulic feed drive with continuous speed 
adjustment, removable weights and an LED light for 
comfortable operation. 

No more cutting corners on corner jobs   
Among other machines presented was the single-head 
grinder DBS-300 Vario designed for treatment of cor-
ners and limited-access areas. Processing of the zones 
near walls, columns and stairs is the most difficult and 
time-consuming aspect of any flooring project. Typically 
performed manually with small hand-held grinders, 
this process is not only labour-intensive and fatiguing, 
but it also fails to produce a surface matching the main 
floor in quality. 

The DBS-300 Vario overcomes this problem thanks 
to a host of features including inclinable grinding head, 
flexible mounted tool cover with two rollers and a LED 
light for comfortable operation. But its main feature is 
the 0 to 1200revs/min adjustable speed function, allow-
ing use of PCD, metal-bond grinding and resin-bond 
polishing tools. The possibility for operators to choose 
from such a wide range of consumables enables them 
to process the near-wall areas in exactly the same way 
as the main floor. 

“Ride ‘em on down”
The ride-on planetary grinder DBS-820-4H Rider is one 
of the latest additions to the bigger end of the range. 
Powered by a 15kW Siemens motor, it has been designed 
for large-scale flooring projects, it has gear transmission 
placed inside a sealed aluminium housing with less noise 
and limited maintenance required. 

The four-head grinder comes complete with a 
hydraulic lifting system for fast replacement of tools 
and easy transportation. The machine can carry either 
12 or 24 diamond tools. It can also operate with high-
performance PCD tools for removal of coatings, metal-
bond tools for grinding and resin pads for polishing 
jobs of any kind. 

It’s all about the right chemistry
Choosing the right machine for a job is a prerequisite but 
not sufficient by itself. Chemicals known in the surface 
prep business as “densifiers” or  “sealers” are almost equally 
important. In accordance with the latest industry trends, 
all the chemical compounds that Dr. Schulze offers under 
the registered trademark of DRS-FLOOR, are based on 
lithium. Compared to sodium and potassium silicates, 
which were the previous chemicals of choice, lithium 
penetrates deeper into the concrete creating a thick, hard 
and wear-resistant layer. Totally water-neutral, lithium 
does not leave behind any salt residue so no additional 
surface cleaning is required after application. 

The DRS-Floor technology from Dr. Schulze makes 
superfluous any extra coatings, focusing instead on im-

proving the physical properties of a concrete surface. To 
promote its surface preparation solutions, last year the 
company launched a dedicated website www.drs-floor.
com and began a marketing campaign on most popular 
social networks. 

www.dr-schulze.de  
www.drs-floor.com 
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